
Sermon for 3/15/2020 

 

Living Waters or “We’re all Israelites!” 

 

In all my years as an Episcopalian I have never empathized with the experience of the Hebrews in the Wilderness.  
Look how they forget time after time, all the Lord’s done for them.  Giovan, THANK YOU…and the Coronavirus…for 
giving me this opportunity for a new appreciation.  I am, however, reminded of the question that almost all of us 
have asked at one time or another:  Who’s the greatest sinner in the Bible?  Moses…he broke the 
Commandments!! 

But, I digress…. 

Imagine how the Israelites must feel.  They’ve been wandering around in a wilderness ever since they crossed the 
Red Sea.  Who knows where they are going?  They keep trudging ahead day after day.  It’s hot and miserable.  They 
are city dwellers who are now deep into a desperate and unfamiliar landscape.  They must be running low on food 
and water.  The excitement of their joyous exodus from Egypt, the sense of astonishment as they watched 
Pharaoh’s chariots and army drowned by the Lord…all this has slipped away into the pain of their feet, the hunger 
they feel, and the frustration of not knowing what will happen next.  So, they question and doubt and complain 
and remember the best parts of life in Egypt…the security of structure and certainty of the KNOWN.  It’s no 
wonder we hear them complaining.  I would be too, as would many of us.   

As we hear in this Exodus passage, for the third time they “test” the LORD. This test is when they are complaining 
that they will die because the Lord has not provided water for them.  For the third time, yet again, the Lord 
responds to their complaining and whining and sulking, this time by providing water from a rock.  Water that will 
bring them to Mt. Sinai and their covenant with the Lord. 

This water is miraculous.  It is from God’s own creation.  It is drawn from a source totally of Creation and at the 
same time totally of God.  This water brings Life to the people and carries them forward on their journey wherever 
that ends.  My sense is that the people, despite everything they’ve seen and experienced still do not quite believe 
the Lord is trustworthy.  They will continue to test Him in ways large and small and as individuals and as a nation.  
They just can’t quite let go and accept what has been done for them.  They have been living directly with the Lord 
and still can’t find Faith.  It’s like they’re all from Missouri, over and over again, SHOW US!!  THEN we’ll believe. 

How do WE match up with the Israelites in the wilderness of Sin?  How do WE respond when faced with the 
unusual and with situations that test us in so many ways? 
 
I can identify with the Israelites.  For the past month I’ve felt that I’ve been in a wilderness of my own.  Every day 
there’s a new development about the Coronavirus…first Italy shut its borders, now it’s Spain.  First it was being 
careful about flying, now international flights are being stopped and it looks like even domestic ones may be.  
Every day something I know and love has changed or has been stopped leaving me floundering.  First it was March 
Madness, then it was Opening Day for Major League Baseball, and, now for God’s sake, it’s The Masters Golf 
Tournament!  Every day there is increasing uncertainty in almost everything in my life…except for the continual 
partisan political battles and ugliness between ALL our leaders…those who are supposed to be watching out for 
ME...played out across ALL media types and forums.  

The thought of my life just two months ago is so appealing and seems so good.  Christmas had just ended, the 
Economy was doing well, there was the sense that all was well, here at St. C’s we were huggin’ and sippin’.  
Remembering the good stuff is so easy, so natural, and so HUMAN. 

The Israelites will continue to forget the wonders and miracles the Lord has provided for them…  The Golden Calf is 
in Chapter 32!... and respond from a sense that they are alone.  They can’t SEE the Lord so they can’t Trust, they 



can’t have Faith.  We, also, will continue to forget God’s love and grace surrounding us.  We  will continue to find 
ourselves staring mutely at the ground, one step in front of another…one pothole after another on the roads of 
our lives. 

Yet…just as the Lord provides water in the wilderness, Jesus provides the Water of Life for us.  We find the water in 
Prayer, we find the Water in our lives together, we find the Water in worship together however it will take place.  
We find the Water as we reach out to aid others and, just as importantly, as we ask for help from others.  Most 
importantly, we find the Water Jesus provides as we love each other as we want and hope to be loved…as Jesus 
loves us.   

 
From Psalm 75 (v 3) God promises:  

“Though the earth and all its inhabitants are quaking, 
                  I will make its pillars fast.” 
From Psalm 23 (4) we declare:   

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death. 
                              I shall fear no evil; 
                              For you are with me;”  
 
I am not trying to be a Pollyanna about this.  I KNOW that I will continue to have fears, I’ll continue to question and 
doubt.  I also KNOW…to the core of my being…that whatever happens and however we and our lives are 
changed…we are in this together…and not just us, God and Jesus with us.  God will continue to hit rocks for all of 
us providing the water of Eternal Life.   
 

THIS We can KNOW and Believe… 
God is with us and all will be well.  

                                     

                

 

   

 

  


